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cessary attempts to embody great and subtle principles. Those polite conventions and etiquettes are but formal, and therefore inadequate expressions of the spirit of courtesy, which yields up its own will and counts others better than itself. Even those invisible circles of demarcation are only intended to guard the harmony of association, without which society is impossible; and, rigid themselves, to leave all at perfect liberty within them. The evil lies not so much in the existence of these things, as in the spirit in which they are used and acted upon. Convention need not become a cumbrous artificiality or virtual falsehood. Social divisions need not be laid down by arbitrary caprice, or preserved by haughty cruelty and spiteful ridicule. And therefore I repeat that the only real remedy against the evil lies still in that cultivation of a truer and a kindlier tone, on which I have dwelt as a part of the duty of the Christian to society. Under the atmosphere of truth the weeds of falsehood will never grow; under the genial breath of love, the ice work of exclusiveness will, melt away. Where the Christ-like spirit is present, that very presence will breathe a new life, into what may seern otherwise as the mere dry bones of the social or